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Foreword 
At the December 2005 annual meeting of the Commission on 
Colleges, keynote speaker Derek Bok, acting president of Harvard 
University, indicated that the development of critical thinking skills 
among college students was perhaps the most important initiative 
to be undertaken by college and university faculties. 

Years before Bok's keynote address, numerous faculty at Cape Fear 
Community College had reached the same conclusion as individual 
CFCC instructors and/or various departments had already 
incorporated a variety of instructional strategies to develop and/or 
enhance critical thinking skills among their students. 

That "critical thinking" therefore immediately emerged as the most 
important institution-wide student learning outcome to be 

enhanced through the development and implementation of a Quality Enhancement Plan came as 
no surprise to the broad coalition of faculty, staff, administrators, and students involved in 
selecting the topic and in developing the initiatives of the QEP. 

Now critical thinking rises to the level of being a major institution-wide initiative to which Cape 
Fear Community College is strongly committed, and the specific strategies and measurable 
goals detailed in Critical Thinking: Lighting the Path to Lifelong Learning hold exciting promise for 
enhancing CFCC's vision of "---building a future-oriented world-class workforce and a 
community of lifelong learners." 

Cape Fear Community College has enthusiastically begun its walk along the critical thinking 
"path." 

Eric B. McKeithan, President
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