Summary of September 23rd, 2005 QEP Team Meeting

Each initiative team shared ideas and reported on progress.

College Success Course Team  

· Team is examining how best to expand on the current ACA course offerings to facilitate students’ CT

· Also looking at COE 110: The World of Work to provide similar opportunities to VoTech students 

· Team is considering what types of training/professional development instructors in the courses would need

· It’s agreed that instructors would need to be enthusiastic; “team-teaching” could also be an option

· Courses would probably emphasize CT “dispositions” like self-awareness and personal management habits; could also emphasize standards of reasoning in different disciplines, careers

· Expanding course offerings would require considerable resource commitment

English Composition Team

· Team is examining two possible innovations in ENG Comp to facilitate students’ CT: 1) Paideia seminars using Socratic method of inquiry, and 2) some type of emphasis on students’ learning styles
· Team is also developing ideas for a CT rubric
· Has been focusing just on ENG 111 but is also looking at 112, 113, and 114
· Team is currently doing a critical assessment of 111 outline
General Ed Team 

· Team is establishing a baseline of CT facilitation by analyzing science, soc/behavioral science, history courses; many instructors say CT is integral to courses; where is the evidence of this?

· One area being considered is history; could use thesis development and source evaluation activities as assessment measures

· Discussed HUM 115: Critical Thinking; course will still be offered, but will have a PHI designation; should this be a required course?  How would this affect other PHI courses?  

Professional Development Team

· Team is exploring the feasibility of e CT “resource center” for faculty, staff, and students

· May be able to put lots of resources online for easy access; could tie resources together with instruction in CIS 110, 111 courses

· Team has extended invitations to representatives from LRC and Learning Lab to attend next team meeting

· Team feels an expert in CT, professional development, and marketing should be brought in to oversee resource center

Common themes emerging from initiatives:

· emphasizing modes/standards of reasoning in different disciplines, contexts, careers

· the importance of critically considering research strategies and sources

· that there are different stages or levels of CT students engage in; keep these stages/levels in mind as we think about transference and reinforcement from one initiative to the next

· the importance of learning styles and learning strategies

· the importance of asking good questions and the spirit (disposition) of inquiry

QEP update will be presented to College Council on Wednesday, September 28th.

The QEP Blackboard site is now available for online group discussions.  

Next full meeting is on Friday, October 7th.  Meeting will be at 3pm so those with 2pm classes can attend.  

Meeting adjourned at 3:30pm.

