
Generous òHelpersó Support Students 

I n 2005 CFCC Foundation Board member Betsy Leonard decided she 
wanted to find a way to help deserving CFCC students during the 
holidays. òMy husband and I had taken some evening courses at the 

college, and we were truly impressed with the dedication of the students to 
work hard and get an education or learn a trade that would enable them to 
better provide for their family,ó she said. òFor many of these students who 
work during the day or evening, I felt that the financial and stress burden that 
holidays place on them could be lessened if there was a way for the 

Wilmington community to assist them.ó Thus, the CFCC Holiday Helpers 

program was established, allowing generous donors to be matched to  
students with financial need, to help purchase holiday gifts for their families. 
      In recent years, the program has expanded dramatically with the 
assistance of individuals such as fellow board member Madeline òTuggieó 
Trask, and community volunteers Wendy Pierce and Marietta 
Gwathmey. These generous volunteers have spent numerous hours 
contacting various community groups and publicizing the program 
through personal networks of friends.  
Due to their efforts over $7,000 was raised 
last December, benefitting approximately 70 
students and their families. 
     Last year, employees of local businesses 
such as Intracoastal Realty and Atlantic 
Packaging joined in the effort by helping 
students who were in financial need as 
determined through the Financial Aid 
office. Patsy Aiken Designs, a children's 
clothing company in Raleigh, NC, donated 
toys and children's outfits for 25 children 
of CFCC students. Depending on the 
number of people in their families, 
students received gift cards for groceries 
and presents or were taken shopping. 
Other students received scholarship 
support. 
     Students have been extremely 
touched by the generosity of the 
community. Last year, many of them 
shared with staff that because of the 
economy, job lay-offs or personal 
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Alumni Spotlight  

A 
lease Leinwand hails from 
Richmond, VA where she 
ògrew up in the restaurant 

business.ó Alease always knew she 
wanted to pursue a career in the 
field, and graduated in 2009 with an 
associateõs degree in hotel and 
restaurant management. She is 
currently employed at Ruthõs Chris 
Steakhouse in downtown 
Wilmington as Sales and Catering 
Manager. In her position she works 
on sales promotions, oversees 
banquets, handles off-site catering, 
and works with special hotel referral 
programs.  
     Alease says CFCC really helped 
prepare her for her career because 
she received significant hands-on 
experience. She also credits her 
instructors, all of whom have 
enjoyed distinguished backgrounds 
in hotel and restaurant management. 
òI have had many classes with the 
same teachers, allowing me to have a 
special bond with them. All of them 
have given great guidance, even 
now.ó 
 

Empowering CFCC students. Providing hope in our community. 

CFCC Holiday Helper Program Brings Joy to Deserving Families  

An overjoyed student 
selects household supplies and gifts for her family during a shopping 

spree with her  
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