
Pave a Road for Student Success  

Y 
ou can play an important role in studentsõ lives and fulfill your 
philanthropic goals by planning ahead to make the most out of your 
charitable donations. Exploring the many options of planned giving 

may maximize your benefits as well as your gift, depending on what works 
best for your personal situation. The CFCC Foundationõs mission is to 
provide scholarships for students, and planned gifts help fulfill that goal for 
generations to come.  
     Start by finding out which planned giving method would best suit your 
lifestyle. Eldridge Dodson, a board certified specialist in estate planning and 
probate law says, òUnderstanding options and having someone help you 
make the best decision will maximize your gift to charity and minimize your 
tax burdens.ó Whether it is a financial advisor, stock broker, tax advisor, an 
accountant, or someone at the CFCC Foundation, let someone help you 
make the best decision to meet your philanthropic goals.  
     Dodson, a CFCC Foundation Board member has practiced law 
for about thirty years and re-located from Florida to Ward and Smith,  
P.A. in Wilmington about four years ago. She just recently made her own  
gift to the college. òYou donõt know what impact you make when giving 
scholarships,ó Dodson says. òHere I am 30 years later, helping all these 
families, and I wouldnõt be here without scholarships myself.ó  
Whether you apply your planned gift to student scholarships 
or academic programs, your gift will certainly 
make an impactful difference in a studentõs life.  
      There are many ways to make a planned gift: 
ʾ Give appreciated stocks, bonds, or mutual 
fund shares. Your stocks may have appreciated 
or depreciated, but either way you can use them 
to make a gift. Giving appreciated securities could 
be more beneficial than giving cash to a non-
profit. For stocks, bonds, or mutual funds that 
have been held for more than one year, the donor 
avoids paying capital gains on the appreciation 
and can also claim a federal income tax charitable 
deduction for the full appreciated value. The non-
profit then sells the stock and gets more of a gift 
while you earn a greater tax deduction. 
ʾ Bequests. A bequest in your will is a gift that 
costs nothing during your lifetime. By 
acknowledging your charity of interest in your 
will, you make a big difference that wonõt take       
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Alumni Spotlight  

T 
ravis Midgett grew up in 
Wilmington and worked in 
construction as a young 

adult.  During this time, he became 
interested in welding and decided to 
further his education at CFCC. 
     According to Midgett, òThe 
classes at CFCC not only taught me 
how to weld but why a welder must 
use certain instruments.ó From 
learning to use blue prints to the 
hands-on welding classes, Travis 
believes that òevery part of the 
CFCC program has been invaluableó 
in aiding him to accomplish his goals 
and excel professionally. 
     Currently Midgett works for 
Bradford Products, a leading 
manufacturer of stainless steel hot 
tubs based in Wilmington, as a 
traveling welder primarily in the Las 
Vegas area. Because of Midgettõs 
hard work, skills and dedication, 
Bradford Products has since hired 
several other CFCC students.  
      Midgett says he hopes to become 
a Certified Welder Inspector in the 
future.  

Empowering CFCC students. Providing hope in our community. 

Many Options Available for your Planned Giving Legacy  

Estate Planning Specialist and 
CFCC Foundation Board 

member Eldridge Dodson 
believes planned giving 

options are a great way to 
leave a personal legacy of 

philanthropy. 



Planned Giving Options,  
Continued from Page 1  

 

The CFCC Foundation loves to receive your comments and suggestions! 
Call 910-362-7207 or visit us online at foundation.cfcc.edu. 

Local Organizations Support  
CFCC Students with Event Proceeds  

Riverfest Treasurer Donna Worrell recently presented a gift of $6,000 to 

CFCC President Eric McKeithan for the Riverfest Ava M. Hobbs Endowed 

Scholarship Fund. This fund was created to award scholarships to students 

in the marine technology program at CFCC. The 2009 -10 recipients of this 

scholarship are Tom Pawlicki , Audrey Burchfield , Kathleen Murphy , Kyle 

McDermott , and Jonathon Robinette . Since 1995, Riverfest has given over 

$125,000 in scholarship support.  

2010 Recipients of the Wilmington Woman's Club scholarship, Caroline 

Summerlin , nursing, Claire Potter , nursing and Tammy Meadows , early 

childhood (middle) pose with Emma Dineen , the Scholarship/Education 

Chair of WWC (far left) and CFCC President Eric McKeithan (far right).  

Established in 2004, this scholarship is funded annually with proceeds 

from the Coastal Living Show. Since 1996, the Wilmington Womanõs Club 

has provided over $45,000 of support to CFCC students.  

effect until after death; therefore it 
will not affect your cash flow during 
your lifetime. Also, if your situation 
changes, you can revise your will at 
any time. If this option is best for 
you, you can choose to keep it 
private during your lifetime or you 
can let us know that you have 
remembered us in your will and we 

can welcome you into our Mercer 
Rowe Planned Giving Society. 
ʾ Life insurance. Giving a life 
insurance policy allows you to make 
a substantial gift at little cost to you. 
You can donate a policy which has 
been paid in full, which allows you 
to earn a current income tax 
deduction, or a new policy which 
allows future deductions for 
premium payments. 
ʾ Real Estate. Transferring the title 
of your home to a non-profit 
organization, while retaining a life 
estate, provides you with tax 
benefits while living in a rent-free 
home. There will be no capital gain 
and you would receive an immediate 
income tax deduction for the 
remainder interest. 
ʾ Retirement Plan. Your 
retirement fund can be taxed up to 
80% if passed on to your family, but 
can be passed tax-free to a charity. 
Naming the organization as the 
beneficiary of your retirement plan 
gives tax advantages to your heirs 
while you can continue taking 
withdrawals from your plan during 
your lifetime. 
     To find out more about these 
and other planned giving options, 
contact your personal financial 
advisor. To find out how your 
planned gifts can benefit students 
for generations to come, contact the 
CFCC Foundation.  
     If you have already made a 
planned gift to benefit CFCC, we 
would be honored to include you in 

the Mercer Rowe Planned Giving 
Society, which recognizes alumni 
and friends who have made some 
type of a planned gift to the college.  


