
CFCC Honors Mercer Rowe  

O 
n August 6 members of the CFCC Foundation Board and President 
Eric McKeithan gathered at CFCCõs North Campus to honor an 
influential leader with a lifetime of service to the College. 

òMercer Rowe left an enduring legacy to Cape Fear Community College. 
He served in many capacities and his enthusiasm and commitment for almost 
fifty years has played a significant role in the success of the institution,ó said 
Margaret Robison, Executive Director of the CFCC Foundation. 
      With family members, friends and CFCC faculty, staff and students 
present, the W. Mercer Rowe Electrical/Electronics Laboratory was 
unveiled. Mrs. Anne Rowe was presented with a replica of a bronze marker 
which adorns the lab and reads: òW. Mercer Rowe, Jr. (1918-2009) served 
on the first Board of Trustees of Cape Fear Technical Institute and chaired 
the CFCC Foundation Board. An advocate for technical training in the 
community, Rowe established the W. Mercer Rowe, Jr. Endowed Scholarship 
in Electronics Engineering Technology in 1997. This laboratory is 
dedicated to commemorate his 45 years of service and support 
to CFCC.ó 
     In addition, President McKeithan announced the establishment 
of the W. Mercer Rowe Society, which will recognize generous 
individuals who, like Mercer, designate a planned gift and leave a 
lasting legacy to Cape Fear Community College.  
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Alumni Spotlight  

P 
aul Winchell grew up on 
Lake Wylie, just outside of 
Charlotte, where he spent 

most of his time on his familyõs 
boats. Consequently, his interests 
developed into part-time jobs at 
local marinas during high school. 
After hearing his older brotherõs 
praises of CFCCõs boat building 
program, Paul decided to try it out  
himself. He graduated in August 
2004 with Presidentõs List honors. 
     Paul says CFCC helped him 
experience valuable lessons and 
make lasting friendships. He also 
praises his outstanding instructors. 
òCFCC has helped me in many 
ways: specialized skills learned in 
the program, numerous business 
contacts found, and most recently 
by employing me.ó Paul now has 
the opportunity to impact students 
himself, as a boat manufacture and 
service instructor at CFCC 
specializing in fiberglass boats. 

Empowering CFCC students. Providing hope in our community. 

Electrical Lab Dedicated in Memory of Influential CFCC Leader  

Above Left: Rowe family members  

pose in front of the Rowe Laboratory, 

including Angela and Bill Rowe (left),  

Mrs. Anne Rowe (center), and Jan Rowe 

Capps and husband Steve Capps (right).  

Right: Mercer Rowe points to a photo  

of himself and other CFCC Trustees at the 

2008 CFCC Donor Appreciation Event.  



 

The CFCC Foundation loves to receive 
your comments and suggestions! 

Call 910-362-7207, email 
dmckoy@cfcc.edu or visit us 
online at foundation.cfcc.edu. 

Spotlight on Student Leadership  
Cape Fear Memorial  

Foundation Funds 

$50,000 EMS Simulator 

T 
he Cape Fear Memorial 
Foundation has granted 
$50,000 to CFCC to acquire a 

high-tech adult patient simulator for 
use in the Emergency Medical Service 
(EMS) program. This simulator will 
give students the opportunity to 
realistically practice invasive and non-
invasive procedures before they begin 
treating live patients. Simulators 
respond in many ways as real humans 
do; they can speak, cry, sweat, blink, 
breathe and bleed. They even have 
pulses and blood pressures. 
     EMS instructor Thomas 
Herron is grateful to the Cape 
Fear Memorial Foundation for the 
grant and excited about using this new 
technology to better prepare students 
to provide medical care for residents 
in New Hanover and Pender counties.    
òWith this technology, students will 
be exposed to many real life situations 
while still in a classroom setting 
before beginning their clinical and 
field internships,ó Herron said. 

Ten local high school students have received full -tuition Merit Scholarships 

for the 2009 -10 academic year. Merit scholars were chosen for academic 

excellence, leadership ability, involvement in school activities, work 

record and community service. This yearõs recipients are 2009 graduates 

from Topsail, New Hanover, Ashley, Laney, Trask and Hoggard high 

schools. Pictured, left to right: Joseph Sigman , Wilmington; Amanda 

Jones , Wilmington; Taryn Hack , Hampstead; Miranda Kennedy , Castle 

Hayne; Jacquelyn Yow , Castle Hayne; Naomi Tucci , Wilmington; Corbin 

Keene ; Wilmington. Not pictured: Araceli Zarate , Wilmington; Kelly 

Spraker , Rocky Point; Carissa Thomas , Wrightsville Beach.  

Cape Fear Community College has selected eleven Student 

Ambassadors to represent the college both on and off -campus, host 

student tours and assist with special events of the CFCC Foundation. 

Each student was awarded a $1,500 scholarship for their excellence in 

leadership and involvement as ambassadors. This year's team is a group 

of students of all ages that includes North Carolina natives along with 

several who have relocated to Wilmington to pursue their education at 

CFCC. Pictured left to right (front and middle rows): Heidi Stanly Carlson , 

Wilmington; Cynthia Pershia , Wilmington; Nicole Wagoner , Castle Hayne; 

Amanda Utsman , Wilmington; Cameron Flora , New Castle, PA; Amanda 

Hill, Goldsboro, NC; Stephen Reece , Rocky Point; Sommer Graham , 

Newland, NC;  Hannah Johnson , Wilmington.  Back row: Sean Sullivan , 

Tampa, FL;  Patrick Culton , New Orleans, LA.  CFCC Employee  

Fund Drive Exceeds 

Goal of $70,000  

T 
hanks to the generosity of 
CFCC faculty and staff, the 
2009-10 Campus Fund Drive 

exceeded its goal of raising $70,000. 
Many thanks to CFD co-chairs 
Mandi Lee, Assistant Vice-President 
for Instructional Operations, and Wes 
Gubitz, Lead Electrical/Electronics 
Instructor for leading this yearõs 
campaign, which has raised $77,000. 
This annual employee fund-drive 
takes place in September, with 
proceeds supporting student 
scholarships, mini-grants for faculty 
and other program enhancements.  


