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Couple Accomplishes  

Educational Goals  

as a Team  

D 
esiree and Tom Florio 
make a great teamñnot 
only in life, but as study 

partners too. These recent graduates 
from CFCCõs Fast Track Business 
Administration program figured they 
òmight as well attend classes at the 
same time and support one another,ó 
said Tom, who serves as the manager 
for W. W. Graingerõs onsite branch at 
General Electric. Desiree, a business 
office supervisor for Atlantic Surgery 
Center, added, òthe instructors were 
great, classes were a good size, and 
online courses worked with our 
schedules.ó 
     The Florios will now continue to 
support one another as classmates 
through an online bachelorõs program 
in business through UNC-Pembroke.  
     View a video of the Florios, along 
with many other great student stories  
on CFCCõs You Tube channel. Just 
click the You Tube link located at the 
bottom of CFCCõs website, 
www.cfcc.edu. 

Empowering CFCC students. Providing hope in our community. 

Generous Donors Continue Support  

at òGift of Educationó Luncheon 

òI 
 stand before you today, a product of a second chance which 
would not have been possible without the selfless monetary gifts 
of all of you,ó said CFCC student Malik Abdul -Rashid (below) 

as he spoke from the heart about both the struggles and opportunities he 
has encountered on his path to becoming  
an English teacher. òThe hard work of 
myself and others like me is our humble 
attempt to repay your generosity.ó 
     More than 600 area business and 
community leaders attended the May 19 
CFCC òChanging Lives through the Gift of 
Educationó fundraising luncheon which 
raised more than $200,000 for student 
scholarships.  
     Other speakers included surgical 
technology student John Hurtado,  
CFCC volleyball player Amanda  
Blazewicz, and Mike Wilkinson,  
Executive Vice President and Chief 
Information Officer of PPD, who 
served as the keynote speaker. 
Wilkinson, a former Navy SEAL, 
White House Liaison Officer and 
head of clinical research at PPD, 
urged the audience to reflect on the 
impact that education had on their 
own lives, as well as the importance 
of helping future generations of 
local students. 
     The board members and staff of 
the Foundation sincerely thank this 
yearõs attendees and all our generous 
donors for continuing to provide hope 
and opportunity for CFCC students. 
     To view photos and videos from this 
yearõs luncheon, visit the òPress Roomó 
section of the Foundation website at  
www.cfcc.edu/foundation or visit the 
Cape Fear Community College  
Foundation page on Facebook. 



Riverfest  Chairwoman Donna Worrell (right) recently 
presented CFCC marine technology students and instructor 
Mark Miller (left) with a $5,000 check for the Riverfest/Ava 
Hobbs Endowment Fund. Over the past 30 years, Riverfest 
has donated more than $200,000 to the CFCC marine 
technology program with hopes to fund research and 
develop river preservation methods and technology.  

Val Mason  (left), lead instructor of culinary technology, 
accepts a $1,000 check from Alison Baringer and Jordan 
Hinkley (right) of the North Carolina Azalea Festival . The 
gift was funded from proceeds from the recent Azalea Cake 
Challenge event and will fund scholarships for students 
specializing in the study of pastries and confections. 

CFCC Foundation Executive Director Margaret Robison 
(left) accepts a $2,000 check from American Business 
Womenôs Association Cape Fear Marbella Chapter 
members Joyce Bradley , Carol Davis , Mary Summer  and 
Harvin Quidas to support CFCC scholarships. 

to our generous community partners  
Many Thanks 

CFCC President Eric McKeithan  (second from left) accepts 
a $2,500 check from Trinity Children Foundation  staff 
members Tom Lamont (left), Doris Eakes (center) and Lori 
Harris  (second from right). The scholarship is funded by the 
Trinity Children Poker Run and will enhance the Donna 
Morse Scholarship Fund. The Morse Scholarship was 
established by Eakes in memory of her close friend and is 
open to students who have been helped to overcome abuse.  

Rachel Robinson (left) and Ruth Barefoot (right) of 
Alliance Credit Union present a $1,000 check to Kay 
Warren  (center), Associate Director of the CFCC 
Foundation. The scholarship will be available to a second-
year business student in the Fall 2011 semester. 

Hampstead Garden Club members Val Trofimoff (left) and 
Karen Saari (right) recently donated $2,000 to help CFCC 
scholarship recipient and landscape gardening student 
Zachery Winters  complete his education.  



Thank you for providing Hope &  Opportunity to CFCC students. 

Give today with a credit card at http://foundation.cfcc.edu/give  
or call 910.362.7207  to arrange a gift by check or establish a scholarship. 
 

Planned gifts are an excellent way to leave a legacy  

for future CFCC students. There are many planned 

giving options available, and some cost you nothing 

during your lifetime. Donors who designate a gift to 

CFCC through their estate will become members  

of the new W. Mercer Rowe Planned Giving Society . 

For more information, call 910.362.7207.  

O 
n June 14th, a crowd of 
CFCC employees, local fire 
service and law enforcement 

personnel, and friends and family of  
the late John C. Miller, gathered at 
CFCCõs north campus for a very special ceremony. Miller, a former captain 
with the Wilmington Fire Department, was honored with the placement of an 
engraved brass fire bell at CFCC's Safety Training Center, where hundreds of 
fire, law and rescue personnel receive training every year. Linda Miller  was 
presented with a framed photo of the bell with an engraving commemorating 
her husbandõs òdedication to community fire service.ó  
     Tom Robinson, Battalion Chief of the Wilmington Fire Department, 
served as the keynote speaker, reflecting on Millerõs many achievements during 
his fire-fighting career. Captain Miller, a graduate of New Hanover High 
School, worked for the WFD for 18 years. He was an avid boat captain and 
scuba diver. He was also an accomplished pilot and had his private pilot's 
license with multi-engine and commercial rating. He started his own business, 
which provided maintenance service for many volunteer fire department 
vehicles. Miller died in a helicopter accident on March 13, 2008. 

Fire Bell Dedicated at CFCC North Campus 

in Memory of Local Fire Captain  

Alumni Association  

Welcomes New Officers  

W ith membership currently 
topping 1,300, the CFCC 
Alumni Association has 

experienced impressive growth since 
its inception in 2008. Outgoing 
officers Josh Kinchen õ09 (above 
left), Kc Spangle õ07 and Donald 
Bryan õ82 have left an indelible 
legacy of service, with a particular 
focus on connecting with recent 
CFCC graduates.  
     Incoming officers Dave 
Mathews õ78 (above right), Becket 
Morgan õ10 (front left) and Clay 
Rains õ09 (back row) have indicated 
great interest in connecting not only 
with millennial students, but also 
with the one out of every seven 
current New Hanover County 
residents who has already taken 
classes at CFCC. With the assistance 
of CFCC Foundation Board Alumni 
Committee Chair Darcie Keefe 
(second from right), the officers will 
also continue to raise funds for the 
CFCC Alumni Legacy Endowed 
Scholarship, which currently has a 
balance of $3,500 and is on its way to 
becoming endowed at $10,000. 

Contact Us! 
The CFCC Foundation loves to receive your comments and suggestions! 

Call 910-362-7207 or email foundation@cfcc.edu. 


