
Holiday Helpers Program Provides 

Support to CFCC Families in Need  

C 
FCCõs òHoliday Helpersó program allows students who need 
financial assistance during the holidays to be matched with donors 
who help purchase their familyõs holiday gifts. Last year, the 

program helped over thirty students. This year, the program was 
expanded with the assistance of generous volunteers in the community 
including CFCC Foundation Board Chair Betsy Leonard, Madeline 
òTuggieó Trask, Wendy Pierce and Marietta Gwathmey. These 
generous volunteers contacted various community groups and publicized 
the program through personal networks of friends.  
     Due to their efforts, over $7,000 was raised, benefitting approximately 
70 students and their families. Employees of local businesses, such as 
Intracoastal Realty and Atlantic Packaging, joined in the effort 
by helping students who were in financial need as determined through the 
Financial Aid office. Patsy Aiken Designs, a children's clothing 
company in Raleigh, NC, donated toys and children's outfits for 25 
children of CFCC students. Depending on the number of people in their 
families, students received gift cards for groceries and presents or were 
taken on a shopping spree at Wal-Mart. 
Other students received scholarship support.  
     The students were extremely touched by 
the generosity of the CFCC community. 
Many of them shared with the Foundation 
staff that because of the economy, job lay-
offs or personal health crises, they were 
planning not to buy any Christmas presents 
for their children. Others who participated in 
the shopping sprees spent only a portion of 
the allocation on presents, choosing to 
purchase household necessities first. Some 
wept with joy when they picked up their gift 
card envelopes in the Foundation office. 
     The CFCC Foundation is extremely 
grateful to the local residents and businesses 
who so generously donated their time and 
money to assist with the Holiday Helpers 
program. A luncheon was hosted in February 
at CFCCõs culinary student dining room to 
honor participants in the program.  
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W illiam Gray attended 
CFCC from 2004 to 
2007, where he earned 

associate degrees in accounting, 
general education and arts. He 
began his studies through a release 
program while incarcerated at the 
New Hanover Correctional Center, 
where he served eight years after he 
was involved in a drunk driving 
accident. He has since become an 
outspoken proponent of alcohol 
awareness. 
     William believes people must 
not let mistakes define them as 
individuals, and said he always 
strove to òrise aboveó his 
circumstances by concentrating on 
his education and future. Carol 
Cullum, CFCC Vice President of 
Student Development, describes 
him as òfocused, driven, and a true 
inspiration to others.ó William, who 
attributes his success to God, is 
dedicated to motivating others. He  
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An overjoyed student 

selects household 

supplies and gifts for her 

family during a shopping 

spree with her  
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Empowering CFCC students.. Providing hope in our community. 


