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Gift of Education Luncheon Breaks 

Record for Scholarship Support  

T 
he Cape Fear Community College Foundation recently raised 
$257,325 for student scholarships during its fourth annual 
òChanging Lives Through the Gift of Education,ó luncheon on 

May 22. That is over $82,000 more than was raised at last yearõs event and 
brought the Foundationõs 2007-08 fund total to more than $1.3 million. 
     In the keynote address, one of the nationõs leading advocates for 
education, former Governor Jim Hunt discussed the merits of higher 
education to a crowd of more than 425 community friends gathered at the 
Schwartz Center on Thursday, May 22. Hunt, who is the only governor of 
North Carolina elected to four terms, addressed the importance of 
supporting and strengthening our stateõs community college system. 
     Attendees also had the opportunity to see presentations about various 
programs within the college and hear from students who have received 
Foundation scholarships. òWithout scholarships, it would have been 
difficult for me to afford to go to school,ó said recent CFCC graduate 
Dawn Hale. òI am very grateful for the support of the Foundation, and 
also the generosity of our community. CFCC students like myself are very 
fortunate to have the Foundation working on our behalf.ó  
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Alumni Spotlight  

C 
athleena Fonville attended 
Cape Fear Community 
College from 1996-1999 

and earned her A.A.S. in Electronic 
Engineering with Instrumentation 
emphasis. After graduating from 
Cape Fear she went on to receive 
her B.S.E.T in Electrical 
Engineering from the University of 
North Carolina Charlotte. 
     She is currently employed by 
General Electric as a Supplier 
Quality Engineer. Fonville 
attributes her achievement òto 
God, first and foremost, and the 
education she received from Cape 
Fear which allowed her to succeed 
at Corning Incorporated and 
General Electric, which are two of 
the biggest industrial facilities in 
Wilmington, NC.ó 
     Fonville believes that òCFCC 
helps to create people who are 
valuable to the workforce with all 
of the different programs they have 
to offer people.ó 

Clockwise from top: CFCC 
student Farron Rucker 
emphatically thanks attendees 
for their support; former 
Foundation Board Chair Zander 
Guy and former Governor Jim 
Hunt; attendees Linda Franklin 
and Wendy Pierce. 



Generous Community  

Partners Support CFCC  

On June 9th, Dan Webb (far left) and Michael Cranford 
(far right) of Gregory Poole presented CFCC President 
Eric McKeithan and Cal Geary , lead instructor for 
marine & diesel mechanics, a check for $2,000.00.  
By partnering with Blanchard Machinery and Caterpillar, 
they are proudly donating equipment and scholarship 
money for the advancement of students in the Marine 
Diesel program at CFCC.  Gregory Poole Marine Power 
is confident its partnership with CFCC will strongly 
benefit both organizations as well as the Wilmington 
community. 

Margaret Stargell of the Willie Stargell Foundation 
(shown above with CFCC Foundation Chair Betsy 
Leonard , left, and President Eric McKeithan , right) 
recently presented $25,000 to CFCC. The gift will be 
used to award scholarships to students in the nursing 
program with a specialized interest in patients in varying 
stages of renal disease. CFCCôs health care programs 
have garnered an outstanding reputation among the local 
health care community by earning a stunning 100% pass 
rate on their respective certification exams each year. 

 

Alumni Association Update  
 

The CFCC Alumni Association, which 
debuted at a February 23rd Alumni Kick-Off 

event before the CFCC Sea Devilôs menôs basket-
ball game, is off to a great start. The Association 

now boasts a membership of over 
1,000 alumni and is growing every day!  

If you attended CFCC and would like to join 
for FREE, visit www.cfcc.edu/alumni . 

 
In addition, the CFCC Alumni Council is 

busy drafting by-laws for the Association, 
and recently approved a mission statement (below). 
Weôll keep you posted on the success of this great 

new organization at CFCC! 
 

The mission of the Cape Fear Community  
College Alumni Association  is to form 

partnerships and strengthen relationships between 
the community, the College, and its alumni. 
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values of giving back through involvement, 

fellowship and service. The Association will be a 
positive, goal-oriented steward for CFCC, 

its mission and goals. 

As part of the collegeôs 50th anniversary celebration, 
alumni representing five decades of graduates were 
recognized at the August 1 CFCC commencement 

ceremony. Pictured are Kathy Garris (1969), 
Vickey Ridgeway (1973), Jackie Watson 

(1987), Cynthia Johnson (1999), Tammie Grady 
(2004), Robert Long (2005) and Karen Blocker 

(2006). Not pictured: Ethel James (1994). 


