Reconstruction

I. White Southerners and the Ghosts of the Confederacy, 1865
  A. Confederate soldiers returned to devastated homes that they could hardly recognize.
  B. Southerners lived surrounded by ghosts of lost loved ones, happy and prosperous times, slavery, and self confidence.
  C. Southerners viewed the war as the lost cause that existed not just in memory but as a three-dimensional picture of Southern history celebrated in rituals and as the educational foundation for future generations.
  D. Equally important, white Southerners were determined to maintain strict racial boundaries.




II. African American Aspirations in 1865
  A.  The Freedmen’s Bureau
    1. Black Southerners viewed the war as a victory for freedom and Reconstruction as a time of possibilities that were helped by the establishment of the Freedmen’s Bureau.
    2. The Freedmen’s Bureau helped establish more than 3,000 schools serving 150,000 men, women, and children.
  B. Education 
    1. At the end of the Civil War, about 10 percent of black Southerners were literate. Within a decade, that percentage had grown to 30 percent.
    2. Black colleges were also established
  C. “Forty acres and a mule”
    1. Land ownership offered ex-slaves the prospect of economic independence.
    2. During the war, General Sherman had set aside abandoned land for freedmen. In 1866, the Southern Homestead Act gave African Americans preferential access to public land in the southern states.
    3. By 1890, one out of thee black farmers in the Upper South owned land, compared to one in five for the entire South.





  D. Migration to cities
    1. Between 1860 and 1870, the freedmen population rose in every major southern city.    
    2. Most black migrants to the city worked at unskilled jobs.




  E. Faith and freedom
    1. Freedmen used religious faith to test their freedom while whites used religion to transform the Lost Cause from defeat to a greater destiny.
    2. The church became a primary focus of black life, providing an opportunity to develop skills in self-government     and administration.
    3. The church and the congregation were a cohesive force in black communities.
    4. Northern-based denominations were more aggressive advocates of black rights.




III. Federal Reconstruction, 1865-1870
  A. Presidential Reconstruction, 1865-1867
    1. Congress was not in session, and President Johnson developed a Reconstruction plan that extended pardons and restored property rights to most Southerners swearing an oath of allegiance to the Union and the Constitution.


    2. Northerners initially supported the Johnson plan but southerners opposed it. They enacted black codes that turned northern opinion against Johnson.
    3. The Republican-dominated Congress passed the Civil Rights Act of 1866 and the Fourteenth Amendment.


    4. Women rights advocates were disappointed with the Fourteenth Amendment because it used the word “male” to define voting rights.





  B. Congressional reconstruction, 1867-1870
    1. Radical Republicans began taking control of Reconstruction with the passage of the Military Reconstruction Act that divided the South into five military districts.


    2. Reconstruction Acts gave the right to vote to freedmen, made it likely that Republicans would run southern states, and set harsh standards for southern readmission.


    3. The Tenure of Office Act prohibited the president from removing certain officeholders without the Senate’s consent. Johnson violated the Act and was impeached but not convicted.

    4. Republicans passed the Fifteenth Amendment.




  C. Southern Republican governments, 1867-1870
    1. The Republican regimes in the southern states passed constitutions that promoted vigorous state governments and the protection of civil and voting rights.
    2. Southern Republicans consisted of three groups. White farmers and former Whigs were called scalawags by opponents. Northern transplants were called Carpetbaggers. The largest constituency was freedmen. Southern freedmen served in government positions including the U. S. Congress and state legislatures.


    3. Republican state governments were criticized for waste and corruption.





IV. Counter Reconstruction, 1870-1874
  A. The uses of violence
    1. Racial violence was widespread before Republican rule.
    2. The Ku Klux Klan unleashed a wave of terror throughout the South and often had political objectives.
    3. Violence was particularly severe in Louisiana.
    4. The federal government sought to combat violence by passing the Fifteenth Amendment, the Enforcement Act of 1870, and the Ku Klux Klan Act of 1871.



  B. The failure of Northern will
    1. After 1871, political violence succeeded showing the lack of northern Republican will to follow through on commitments to southern Republicans.    
    2. Northern support for Congressional Reconstruction began eroding in 1868.


    3. At local and federal levels, political corruption was widespread in the 1870s.
    4. Freedmen and immigrants were targets of racial theory that saw them as inferior.
    5. A reform movement arose to address the ills of government.




  C. Liberal Republicans and the election of 1872
    1. Liberal Republican reformers advocated civil service reform to reduce the abuses of patronage. They also supported tariff reduction and an end to federal land grants to railroads.    
    2. The Democrats forged an alliance with the Liberal Republicans nominating Horace Greeley for president in 1872.
    3. Grant won re-election in 1872.



V. Redemption, 1874-1877
  A. The Democrats’ violent resistance
    1. Violence between 1874 and 1876 was directly and openly connected to the Democratic Party. It aimed to stop Africa Americans from voting.
    2. Backed by violence, Democrats throughout the South swept to political power in 1874.
  B. The Weak Federal Response    
    1. Congress responded to the violence in the South with the Civil Rights Act of 1875 but it failed to fulfill this purpose.



  C. The election of 1876 and the Compromise of 1877
    1. Reconstruction officially ended with the election of 1876.
    2. The Democratic candidate Samuel J. Tilden won a majority of the popular vote but disputed returns in three southern states led to a compromise that gave the  election to Republican candidate Rutherford B. Hayes.
    3. The Compromise of 1877 gave control of the southern state governments to Democrats.





D. The memory of Reconstruction
    1. Southern Democrats used the memory of Reconstruction to maintain themselves in power. It became part of the fight to preserve the civilization of the Old South.
    2. Reconstruction became the Redemption. For white Southerners, it represented a horrible time that ended with the rescue of the South from black rule and federal government oppression. 
    3. The southern view of Reconstruction was perpetuated in textbooks, films, and some histories of the period,






VI. The Failed Promise of Reconstruction
  A. Sharecropping
    1. The loss of political power was paralleled by the loss of economic independence.
    2. The faltering southern economy also contributed to the decline of black labor autonomy. As cash became scarce, freedmen bartered their crops for credit.
    3. Sharecropping became the dominant labor system. The landlord supplied land, a house, seed, farm animals, implements, and credit in return for one-half of the crop,






  B. Modest gains and future victories
    1. Black southerners experienced modest gains during Reconstruction, families provided buffers against prejudice while churches played crucial roles in communities.
    2. Economic gains were evident as black income and property values increased.      
    3. The Fourteenth and Fifteenth Amendments were bright spots but were diluted by court cases in the 1870s and only provided substantial benefits in the mid-twentieth century.




VII. Conclusion
• Black and white Southerners entered the era of Reconstruction wanting to be left alone.    
• White Southerners robbed black Southerners of their gains and tried to return them to a dependent servitude.
• By 1877, the southern question no longer captured the attention of the public.

