Literary Circles

“Discussion Director”

Name________________________________

Group________________________________

Date_________________________________

Title of Essay__________________________

Pages____________________________

Discussion Director:  Your job is to develop a list of questions that your group might want to discuss.  Help people talk over the important ideas in the reading and share reactions.  Usually the best discussion questions come from your own thoughts, feelings, and concerns as you read.  Or you may use some of the general questions below to develop topics of your own.  Provide the page number that triggered the question for your own notes, but do not give away the answer to your colleagues because your goal is to initiate discussion rather than to answer the question.

POSSIBLE DISCUSSION QUESTIONS OR TOPICS FOR TODAY ARE:

1.______________________________________________________________________________p.____________

2.______________________________________________________________________________p.____________

3.______________________________________________________________________________p.____________

4.______________________________________________________________________________p.____________

5.______________________________________________________________________________p.____________

6.______________________________________________________________________________p.____________

Sample Questions—Your question may be more specific than these questions.

What was going through your mind as you read this (and point to a particular page)?

Can someone briefly summarize?

Did today’s reading remind you of any real-life experiences?

What questions did you have when you finished reading?

What are the one or two most important ideas?

What is the main event of this section?

Literary Circles

“Literary Critic”

Name________________________________

Group________________________________

Date_________________________________

Title of Essay__________________________

Pages____________________________

Literary Critic:  Your job is to locate a few special sections of the reading that the group should look back on.  The idea is to help students notice the most interesting, controversial, difficult to understand, funny, puzzling, or important sections of the text.  You decide which passages or paragraphs are worth hearing, and then jot down plans for how they should be shared.  You can read passages aloud yourself, or ask someone else to read them.  Follow up with a discussion of the selected passages and their importance to the book.

Location:





Reason for Choosing:

1._____________________________

 __________________________________________

2. _____________________________

 __________________________________________

3._____________________________

 __________________________________________

4.._____________________________

 __________________________________________

5. _____________________________

 __________________________________________ 6._____________________________

 __________________________________________

Possible reasons for choosing a passage to share:

Important


Informative

Surprising


Controversial

Funny



Well-written

Confusing


Thought-provoking

Other_______________________________________

(Don’t forget to explain the “Why?” behind these reasons; for example, “Why was this surprising?” or “Why is this funny?”)

Literary Circles

“Connector”

Name________________________________

Group________________________________

Date_________________________________

Title of Essay__________________________

Pages____________________________

Connector:  Your job is to find connections between the material your group is reading and the outside world.  This means connecting reading to your own life, to happenings at school or in the community, to similar events at other times and places, and to other people or problems that you are reminded of.  You might also see connections between this and other writings on the same topic or by the same author.  BE SPECIFIC.   Tell the group a story about real life and connect it to the reading.  Try to paint a mental picture for your group.

CONNECTIONS BETWEEN PEOPLE/PLACES/EVENTS/AUTHORS (ALSO INCLUDE PAGE NUMBER):

1.___________________________________________________________________________________________

2.___________________________________________________________________________________________

3.___________________________________________________________________________________________

4.___________________________________________________________________________________________

5.___________________________________________________________________________________________

6.___________________________________________________________________________________________

Literary Circles

“LEXICOGRAPHER”

Name________________________________

Group________________________________

Date_________________________________

Title of Essay__________________________

Pages________________________________

Lexicographer:  Your job is to be on the look out for a few especially important words—new, interesting, strange, important, puzzling, or unfamiliar words—words that members of the group NEED to notice and understand.  You may also run across words that stand out in the reading, words that are repeated often, used in an unusual way, or key to the meaning of the text.  Write down the definition, either from the text or from another source (i.e. dictionary, thesaurus, Internet search, encyclopedia).  In the group, help the members find and discuss these words.

Page/Paragraph:


Word:

Definition:

1.________________

 _____________________________________________________________

2.________________

 _____________________________________________________________

3.________________

 _____________________________________________________________

4.________________

 _____________________________________________________________

5.________________

 _____________________________________________________________ 6.________________

 _____________________________________________________________

