Peer Editing of Comparison Essay

ENG 111

A. Read through the entire paper without making corrections.

B. Now, answer each question by making a note on peer’s essay in the appropriate place.

C. THE MORE FEEDBACK YOU OFFER, THE BETTER THE PAPER WILL BE.

D. After the questions are answered, offer suggestions about grammar and punctuation.  Try to note repeat problems; for example, if the student repeatedly misuses the comma or misspells “there” for “their,” the student should look the rule up in a handbook. 

1. Is the title original?

2. Circle the thesis.  What is the comparison in the essay?

3. Underline all topic sentences.  Does each topic sentence sum up the main point of the paragraph?  Are they effective?  

4. Does each topic sentence SHOW HOW THE THESIS IS TRUE BY REFERRING BACK TO THE THESIS?

5. Does the paper follow the block or the alternating organizational pattern?

6. Does the writer provide examples and quotes to prove his or her points?  If so, are they effective?  Does the writer choose the best example, or does it occur to you that another example might better prove the writer’s point?

7. Identify transitions and where transitions are needed.  If the paper seems “choppy” or it doesn’t flow, the paper most likely lacks appropriate transitions.  Is there any one spot that seems to jump, as if pertinent information is left out?  If so, note this location for the writer.

8. Make suggestions about how the conclusion might be improved.  Does the essay end abruptly?

9. Finally, based on the evidence provided, does the writer prove his or her thesis?  If not, what does the paper lack?

YOUR GRADE IS UP TO YOU

As we discussed in class, I will grade using the grading rubric I gave to you; therefore, the following four items will weigh heavily in determining your grade.

1. Concise thesis statement

2. Organization: does the paper prove the thesis in logical order?  For example, if you provide three points to prove the thesis, are the three points organized into paragraphs with clear topic sentences?

3. Proof: does the essay contain the best examples and quotes to prove the thesis?

4. Are the quotes smoothly integrated?  Are they introduced and explained?  Remember, no naked quotes! 

