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Purpose

In Literature Circles, students exchange perceptions, interpretations, and questions about the literature they read.  Students who are reading the same literature gather to discuss the selection and work together to construct meaning from the text.  Personal responses, insights, and questions can be recorded in logs or journals during reading, then shared during group sessions.  

Literature Circles offer readers the opportunity to become literate.  We want our students not only to love reading, but also to think actively and critically about what they read.  In literature circles, readers become critical thinkers as they engage in ongoing dialogue about their reading.  Readers begin to see pieces of literature as part of a larger whole and become aware of diverse perspectives on similar topics in their search for connections among the books circle members have read.

Key Features of Literature Circles
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Different groups read different books.
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Groups meet on a regular, predictable schedule to discuss their reading (I use Fridays….).
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Students use written notes to guide both their reading and discussion.
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Discussion topics come from the students.
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Group meetings aim to be open, natural conversations about books, so personal connections, digressions, and open-ended questions are welcome.
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Students play a rotating assortment of Lit Circle roles.
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The instructor serves as a facilitator, not a group member or teacher.
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Evaluation is by instructor observation and student self-evaluation.
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A spirit of fun and playfulness pervades the room.

Books I Have Used 

The Education of Little Tree

Forrest Carter

Ellen Foster

Kaye Gibbons

Little Altars Everywhere 

Rebecca Wells
The Giver

Lois Lowry

Where the Heart Is


Billie Letts

Rebecca

Daphne Du Maurier

Walking Across Egypt


Clyde Edgerton

Mama Day



Gloria Naylor

http://www.sasked.gov.sk.ca/docs/mla/circle/purpose.html
http://www.geocities.com/Wellesley/Atrium/1783/LitCircles.html
How It All Works

1. I use 3 novels, so there are 3 Lit Circles per class.  I try to center books around a common theme each semester (e.g. Southern writers, North Carolina writers, the definition of “home” and “family”).

2. The first week of class, I advertise the novels and have the students choose their first and second choices.  I try to honor them as much as possible, but the groups should be even.

3. At the first Lit Circle meeting, students introduce themselves to each other, exchange phone numbers and e-mail addresses, and divide the book into reading sections (They decide how much they will read before each new meeting.).  Then I have them research background information on their novel.  They may look for information about the author and the setting/time period, or they can read the foreword and the first few pages aloud.

4. Before the first “official” Lit Circle meeting, I hand out role sheets to every person in the group.  We talk about what each role requires, then they take the role sheets home and fill them out while they are reading that week’s section.   They must be complete before the Lit Circle meeting.  The next week, each person gets a different role sheet.

5. Students are required to keep a journal while they read.  They are free to write about anything, as long as it pertains to the novel.  Some write about the language in the books, some criticize the actions of characters, and some make personal connections with the lives of the characters.  I give them a list of possible journal topics in case they can’t think of anything else.

6. During the Lit Circle meetings, each member shares his or her sheet with the rest of the group.  They review important passages, answer each other’s questions, and share opinions.  After the first or second meeting, most groups break away from just going over the sheets and sustain the dialogue with their own topics and ideas.

7. I wander from group to group and just sit in on their discussions.  I don’t try to guide them, necessarily; instead, I answer any questions they have and listen to what they have to say about the novels.  I can tell who has done the reading, but the refreshing thing is that I never have to chastise lazy students because their teammates already put a lot of peer pressure on them to be responsible group members.

8. Once the novels are finished, each group is responsible for a class presentation.  Their task is to present the novel in a creative way and to educate their classmates about the book’s author, style of writing, characters, and theme so that when they leave ENG 095, they know a lot about one book and a little bit about two others.  The groups have SO MUCH FUN with these presentations.  I’ve had everything from old time radio programs and talk shows to mini-movies based on the storyline.  The presentations are 20 to 30 minutes.

9. At the end of the project, I ask the students to do a written Performance Appraisal of each group member and a Self-Evaluation of their own experience.  I ask them to consider the following:  How did you connect with the book personally?  What is the theme?  What did you like and dislike about the book?  Why?  Who was your favorite character?  What was the best part of the book?  How would you describe your experience reading in a Lit Circle environment?

10. I conclude the project by showing a movie based on one of the novels.
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