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Welcomel

e This presentation describes the policies and
procedures used in the Cape Fear Community
College Internet Math Course, MATO070 —
Introductory Algebra

e Step-by-step procedures for joining the course
are also listed

e Guidance for success In the course IS Included
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Overview

e The Format of this presentation Is
“Question & Answer”

e All items should be read and understood
before beginning the course

e If additional information iIs desired, | can
be reached at 910-362-7301 or
melsen49@mail.cfcc.edu
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What's up with this course”?

» This course Is a developmental mathematics
course. You’'re required to complete this course
due to the score you received on the Intermediate
Algebra ACCUPLACER Test or other placement
method. It is your prerequisite for the following
courses: MAT 080, Intermediate Algebra; MAT
140, Survey of Mathematics; MAT 121 Algebra
& Trig (Tech Math); and other higher level
technical and college transfer math courses.
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What can | expect to get out of this course,
other than Me??

» This course Is designed to equip you with
the skills and background to succeed in
required follow-on math courses in both
college transfer and technical curricula.
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How do | enroll In the class?

» First, you must register for the course at CFCC. Detalls
for all aspects of CFCC Distance Education are available
at http://cfcc.edu/dl

» Second, you may obtain the textbook: Introductory
Algebra, 9t edition, Lial, Hornsby & McGinnis,
Addison Wesley.

> The Text is incorporated in your on-line course and if you feel
comfortable with using a non-paper text you are not required to
purchase the hard copy text.

> If you do not buy a new text, be sure to also purchase the
supplement that contains your student access codes. You can
purchase the access kit from the bookstore or on line as part of
your course registration procedures.

§)

MATO70 Online Orientation --- CFCC

12/5/2011



How do | enroll In the class?

(continued)

e Third, Verify your enrollment and Obtain your Course 1D
Number

e Go to your myCFCC web site home page, click on your
BLACKBOARD link from there and then click on your MAT070
section’s course link. You will be asked to verify your enrollment
and then will be given the Course ID that you will use for logging
into the CourseCompass web site that you will use for the on-line
portion of your course. (Note: you can’t do this until the first day of
classes, January 5)

> Fourth, you’ll need a computer system and Internet
access for that computer.
7

MATO70 Online Orientation --- CFCC 12/5/2011



Log-In / Registration Help

e A detailed and helpful overview of the log-
In / registration process can be found at:
http://coursecompass.com/ , however, you
will not be allowed to register and begin the
course until the semester begins on
Thursday, January 5t
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What are the Computer System
Requirements for this course?

e Goto
http://www.coursecompass.com/html/syste
m_requirements.ntml for this information.
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What is the Web Site | use to join this course?

e You join the course by going to http://coursecompass.com or the
link from myCFCC and going through the “register” process.

e You will need an Access Code along with your Course ID to join
the course the first time.

e After you have completed the first log-in to the site, a simpler,
more efficient log-in site is the CourseCompass link from
myCFCC or you can also bookmark
http://portal.coursecompass.com/cclogin.jsp
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How Is my grade In this course

determined?

Your overall course grade will be
determined by:

— Chapter Tests (60%)
—Homework (40%)

— Final Exam (optionally used to replace lowest
or missed Chapter Test score)
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How do | know when a Test or Homework
assignment is due?

e The Course Calendar shows every “open” and
“close” date for all assessments

e |t Is found:

— Across the top of the opening page of the
course

— And under theTest, Homework and Study Plan
Buttons
e Course Calendar (link in upper right corner)

— There is a one-page full semester overview calendar located under the
Assignments button of your course and linked from the announcements

page.

Note: to take a scored ChaPter Test, you must first obtain a score of 60 on
the Chapter’s PRE-Test. .
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How many hours of credit will | recelve
for completing this course?

e Due to the developmental nature of this course,
no credit toward an AA or AS degree or college

transfer credit will be given.

e Your grade In the course will become part of
your CFCC Transcript (4 credit hours), but Is not

computed as part of your CFCC GPA.

— It will be counted as part of the Finacial Aid GPA and Course
Completion calculations

e No credit for this course will be given for a grade
of less than “C.”
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About how many hours a week should | set
aside for this course?

e This course Is a four credit hour course, which is taught
five classroom hours a week when presented in full
lecture format. Two hours of preparation for every class
hour is the recommended mix of study hours.

e Since you will be “teaching yourself” using text and
Internet assets instead of class hours, | feel that 15-18
hours a week should be devoted to the course when new
material is being presented, less if the material is review.

e To succeed in math, much like in music and sports, daily
practice i1s recommended.
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've looked at the text ... how can we
nossibly complete it all in one semester?

® We can’t.

e We’ll only cover five of the first six
chapters of the text.

— Pre-course use of Chapter R in the text is
advised If you feel a need for review of
operations with fractions, decimals and
percents.
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Can | walit until the semester is well
underway to begin this course?

e No. Assigned Homework and Chapter Tests each
have an associated expiration date. Once that
date has passed, the homework and test is no
longer available to take for score.

— See the Course Calendar for the start and expiration
dates of all Homework and Chapter Tests.
e HINT: You should not wait until the last minute to avail
yourself of the assessments --- they are all open for 7
days or more prior to their expiration date.
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What if | need additional help to
understand the material?

e Your instructor will be available to assist you via emall,
telephone or in person by setting up a mutually agreeable
time to meet.

e There are other math tutors available at the Math Lab at
CFCC (S606) and Learning Lab (L 219) every day and
most evenings.

e Qualified, college-level tutors are available from Addison
Wesley (the text publisher), through their Math Tutoring
Center (MTC). Your Course ID Number is your MTC
access code. See the eBook (button) for details.

17
MATO70 Online Orientation --- CFCC 12/5/2011



Help!

(continued)

e Also, there is a Discussion Board associated with
the course (found under Communications), which
IS available to all students as a place to seek peer
help when needed. | do not check the discussion
board on a regular basis. This site has worked
well for answering questions of a general nature.
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How do | prove who | am when taking tests?

e Since this is a developmental course,
taught for your benefit, I will assume that
you have your own interests at heart and

that you won’t cheat yourself.

e All Homework, Chapter Tests and the
Final will be taken over the Internet.
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How Is Homework Assigned?

e There are two non-math homework assignments
assoclated with this course

— Both will be found under “Assignments” from the course
homepage

— Due dates for these assignments are listed with their postings
and on the Semester-at-a-Glance calendar (also under assignments).

e Three Algebra Homework Assignments are assigned
for each Chapter as well as a Chapter R review
homework assignment

— They are self scored and due on or before midnight on Tuesday
nights (25 or less exercises each).

— Many have video or animated assistants associated with them

— They may be accessed and saved at any time during their “open”

period
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Can | miss any Chapter Tests?

e Yes, you can miss one Chapter Test, however, if you
do miss one, you are REQUIRED to use your score
on the Final Exam to replace the zero.

e Missing TWO Chapter Tests will result in

(44 2
and a course grade of (non-punitive)

for non-participation.
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Wil you drop any Chapter Test
grades?

NO!

But your lowest test score may be replaced with your score on the Final Exam.
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Will you drop any Homework
grades?

e Yes, I'll drop the lowest Two Homework
Grades.

— The dropped grades will include any missed
homework which otherwise would have
received a grade of zero.
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How can | monitor my grade In
this course?

e The web site maintains an online grade book for
each student. It is titled, cryptically,
“GRADEBOOK?” and has its own button on the
left of the course.

e Additionally, your CourseCompass overall score
and Timeline 1s shown on the opening page

— If, at any time, you want a printout of all your
recorded scores from my gradebook, one may be

requested by e-mail.

— Note: Grades for the Familiarization and 2nd Non-Math Homework are
not included in your CourseCompass Gradebook.
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What do | do when my computer or ISP
setup doesn’t work with MyMathLab?

e Technical help is available from:
— MyMathLab Student Handbook (sold as part of your text)
— The course website in the form of email help form,
and direct phone links to both the Tech and Tutorial
staffs.

— Customer Technical support for this course can be
reached at 1-800-677-6337 (Monday-Friday 8AM —

8PM EST).

o Past students have been pleased with the speed and clarity of
the help they have received from this service.
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What kind of a calculator will | need?

e You will need a basic scientific calculator for this
course.

— (one that will do exponential functions)

e Some tests and exam problems will be very
difficult without one.

e A graphing calculator is not required for this
course.

— If your curriculum will include MAT171 (Pre-Calculus Algebra)
or MAT155 (Statistics) or higher, you should consider purchase
of a graphing calculator, since one Is required for those courses.
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What are the Solutions to Common Problems?

e [’m having problems logging on.
— Do you have a valid student access code?
— Do you have the correct and current course ID?

— Are you using the password you submitted on registration in
the course the first time?

e | cannot view the homework or tests
— Did you disable your Pop-Up Blocker for the course website?

e When viewing some tests and homework | cannot scroll down
far enough on the screen to see everything.

— Did you set the resolution on your computer to 1024 X 768? (This
1s located under “Start”,”Settings”, “Control Panel”, “Display”.)

— Technical Support 1-800-677-6337
e Instructor: Morris Elsen 910-362-7301 or melsen@cfcc.edu
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What's the best strategy to
complete the course?

e | recommend learning / attacking each chapter in the following way:

Using your textbook (or the on-line text) only, read a specific
section (i.e. numbered 2.3 for Chapter 2, section 3) of the text
chapter, working the marginal exercises as you proceed.

At the end of each text section, go to the course homepage and
select the chapter and section you are working on.

View the video associated with the section’s material if you feel
a formal presentation would help. (You could also start each
section with the video)

Work the Assigned Homework for the sections you’ve covered.

Use the “hElp me solve this” button as NEeCeSssary. Sections covered in each
HW are part of its designation, i.e., HW 2-1 (2.1-2.3)

Proceed through each chapter, section by section.

MATO70 Online Orientation --- CFCC
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Strategy

(continued)

— The Homework Assignments for specific sections of each text
chapter are designed to assist your learning process and to keep
you on track in your preparation for Chapter Tests. Take them as
they are assigned. Sections covered in each HW are part of its
designation, i.e., HW 2-1 (2.1-2.3) . You do not have to wait until
they are due to expire to complete them.

— Each homework exercise may be worked three times before it is
scored as wrong.

— Sample tests are also available . Two for each Chapter.

E . You must take and score a minimum of 60 on
each Chapter’s PRE-Test prior to taking the Scored Chapter Test

e You may take the PRE-Test as often as you wish.
e Your score(s) on PRE-Tests is not part of your grade.
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Strategy

(continued)

— When you are happy with your Pre- or Sample Test
scores, take the chapter test for score.

— Note: The above procedure assumes that you don’t wait to the
last minute to take your scored Chapter Test.

e Repeat the above for each chapter!
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That process seems like a lot of work to me. Most of this
stuff is review, Is there a streamlined way to proceed and

still get full credit?

e There sure is. Just work the Homework Assignments and take a
Chapter PRE-Test, when you have obtained a PRE-Test score of
greater than 60, take the assigned Chapter Test for score. However,
you should be aware that the chances of scoring better on the scored
test than you did on the Pre-Test are slim.

Be sure to FEVIEW each Pre and Sample test and go back to the study
plan or Sample Tests or PRE-Tests before taking the scored test.

You can review expired homework from the review link in your online
gradebook .

e You are your own quality control.
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Summary

e This presentation was designed to assist you Iin
understanding the nuts-and-bolts of the MAT
070 Internet Course

e The official CFCC syllabus iIs available under
Course Documents and on my web site
http://cfcc.edu/faculty/melsen

e |f you have guestions or suggestions for
Improvement in this orientation please contact
me at melsen49@mail.cfcc.edu or by phone at
910-362-7301
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