Completing the FAFSA Online

1. Go to www.pin.ed.gov and apply for a PIN.  If you are a Dependent student (see below) a parent will need to apply for a PIN too. The PIN serves as an electronic signature. PINs are emailed / displayed immediately.  DO NOT SHARE YOUR PIN WITH ANYONE!!

2. Log onto www.fafsa.ed.gov and click “Fill Out FAFSA” in the 2nd column in the middle of the screen.  In dropdown menu, select the 2009-10 FAFSA (Free Application for Federal Student Aid).  Enter all personal and tax information using your 2008 Federal Tax forms (if student filed; and parent(s) if applicable). If you did not file taxes and have w-2s, please use those figures for your income.  FAFSA’s process in 3-5 business days.  CFCC’s federal school code is 005320.
3. After completing all information, continue clicking “Next” on the bottom of page(s) until you see “Submit My FAFSA Now”.  When shown, select this option and a confirmation page will appear. The Financial Aid Office will contact you via U.S. Mail in 5-7 business days.

Are you Independent or Dependent?
If you can answer YES to any of the following situations you qualify as Independent Student.  Independent students only need to use their personal and tax info.  If you cannot answer YES to any of the following, you are a Dependent student and need to include your parental tax & personal information.

· Are you 24 yrs of age or older?

· Are you married (Separated counts as married)?

· Do you have children or dependents that receive 50% monetary support from you?

· Are you a Ward of the Court or before age 18 were a Ward of the Court?
· Are you a Veteran of Active Duty Military or currently serving on active duty?
